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confidence and to invite their criticism of the programme therein
set forth, and any suggestion they may wish to make for the advance-
ment and the welfare of the league."
Tilak's programme as stated in his manifesto was as follows:
"The Congress Democratic Party, as the name denotes, is a party
animated by feelings of unswerving loyalty to the Congress and faith
in democracy. It believes in the potency of democratic doctrines for
the solution of Indian problems, and regards the extension of educa-
tion and political franchise as two of its best weapons. It advocates
the removal of all civic, secular, or social disabilities based on caste or
custom. It believes in religious toleration, the sacredness of one's
religion to oneself and the right and duty of the state to protect it
against aggression. This party supports the claim of the Muslims for
the solution of the Khilafat question according to Muslim dogmas
and beliefs and the tenets of the Koran.
"This party believes in the integration or federation of India in the
British Commonwealth for the advancement of the cause of humanity
and the brotherhood of mankind, but demands autonomy for India
and equal status as a sister state with every partner in the British
Commonwealth, including Great Britain. It insists upon equal citizen-
ship for the Indians throughout the commonwealth and effective
retaliation whenever it is denied. It welcomes the League of Nations
as an instrument for enforcing the peace of the world, the integrity of
states, the freedom and honour of nations and nationalities, and for
ending the exploitation of one country by another."
Tilak, while not oblivious of the iniquitous terms sought to be
imposed on Turkey and the inhuman atrocities perpetrated in the
Punjab, wanted to absorb all the energy roused over these episodes
and direct it in the path opened out by the Reforms Act. Gandhi,
who originally wanted to co-operate in the working of the reforms,
found how antagonistic to his moral sense would be such a move so
long as the Punjab and Khilafat issues remained unsatisfactorily
settled. While, therefore, Tilak sought to concentrate the nation's
attention on council entry, Gandhi became more and more indifferent
to the working of the reforms and found no peace until the Khilafat
and the Punjab questions were settled.
The hour of Turkey's trial was slowly approaching. The question
now remained a,s to when the movement should be started, whether
immediately or after the peace terms were officially known. The